Single Service
Worship Response Form 2011

A few weeks ago, there was an insert in the church bulletin with the following:

We Want to Hear from You!

The single service of worship is in full swing and
we would like to know what you like most about it!

Here are the responses we received:

********
Having all the Sunday worshipers together as one congregation at the same time.  Good blend of band and organ music.

********
For Worship & Music Committee:  You are doing a great job in combining the music in what used to be the traditional and praise services.  I like a little of the “praise” style and certain hymns are given new life.  And Bob is giving us some delightful organ music.  Having said all of this, I hope we will always feel like we have been to church and not just a show.  I always learn something from Gordon’s messages and I like the lay leaders at the Bible.  We’re all pleased with the choir!

*******
The music – both traditional and jazz – and wonderful choir.  Children’s sermon and their wonderful presence.  

*********
The variety of music.  Children’s participation.

Having the children present!  Knowing, seeing meeting whole congregation.

And what we like least about it:
Need to work out timing in worship/message so the children’s entrance is after Lord’s Prayer—least disruptive.

Challenges/difficulty for Adult Ed participation, especially if service runs long.  Can’t do a class and coffee/social time, which is important!  Feels rushed, classes sometimes start late.  

A “Survey” asks positive and negatives so the full picture is seen and good changes can be made.

*******

We really enjoy the single service – everything!

Really enjoy the “blend” of various music and the energy created as we come into the sanctuary!

Like the more informalities yet retaining the basics as we are used to also.

Would like to have the first and last hymns particularly sung, be those we are familiar with and leave on an “up note.”

********
Winston’s enthusiasm and gift as a musician and, of course, the jazz band.

Seeing everyone together.

Prayers for the committees and members’ concerns for family and friends.

Children’s Service

*******
I like the music, the choir and the pre-service music.  I like seeing folks that I miss when we have two services.

I do miss the informal nature of the early service.  I don’t like the hymns that are chosen for the single service.  Often they are hard to sing.

Has our attendance gone up or down since we went to the one service?

*******
We like it.  I am happy with music, especially enjoyed the past two Sundays.  Choir anthem and offering doing same hymn.

*******
I like the music—choir, organ and incorporation of other instruments; I like seeing more people; I like the quiet piano with Lord’s Prayer rather than loud organ; would like to have Adult Ed before church – 8:30 or 9:00 till worship; I like seeing the children.

******
I like seeing the people from “both services” and that we have both the praise band and organ plus the choir.  I miss the song leaders with the band and wish we had some occasionally to help the congregation with an unfamiliar hymn.  I find the scheduling for adult education less than ideal.

******
That it is now held at the same time as the 2nd service at Good Sam, which allows me to hear most of it, even on Sundays with the veggie table at the other church.  As soon as the audio/web availability catches up with Gordon’s sermons, I’ll send the folks on the other side of the ocean these to check out what carries me these days.  Thanks.

******
I like it just the way it is … don’t change a thing.

*******
I very much appreciate the combined service which permits all members to gather at the same time—a unifying effect.  I also very much like the combined music—a very rich feature of worship.

******
We think the service is fine, with the exception of the organ which is so loud you cannot hear the choir or congregation singing the hymns.  Thank you for asking.

*****
Works for me.

******
I like having more young people in our church.  The combination of the music is a great addition.  Seeing all the people that I know at one service.

******
The Choir.  Please get rid of the jazz gathering music.

*****
I love the music!  Also a fuller sanctuary!  I really enjoy Gordon’s sermons; interpreting as main theme is great.

******
The cooperation between the choir, organist and jazz ensemble.  I didn’t think that would happen.

******
Love having all age groups in one place at one time!
Also great to have the jazz group as well as the organ! And thanks to the choir and Carol and Bob for the beautiful music.

*****
That it includes all of our “folks” – including the kids!

*****
In my opinion, the single service worship is working extremely well and it is essential for the spiritual health of this congregation.  Paul addressed the split in our congregation in 1 Corinthians 3:1-3.  We must continue to worship as a united congregation. 

I enjoy the choir, and I am delighted to see it grow in size and vitality.  I also enjoy the organ and the jazz ensemble.  All forms of music contribute to the sacred atmosphere in the sanctuary.  I am glad that I have difficulty finding a seat when I arrive late for worship.  

I am glad that I must park two blocks away on days that I drive to church.  I am glad that the church is full of children for the children’s message. 

On January 2, I was in Portland and worshipped at First Baptist, which is a large downtown church, very similar to ours in size and structure.  They still have a split congregation with “contemporary” and “traditional” services.  The “congregation” consisted of about 30 people, mostly aged folks.  The choir had six singers.  The sermon was excellent.  No children were in sight.

I left feeling sad to see such a fine church in a downward spiral.  I was relieved to know that our congregation narrowly avoided a similar fate when we reunited our congregation.  We must stay the course.  Our worship is much richer when we are together than when we are divided. 

******
First of all 10:00 is better than nine, also having the choir and still having the band play after they practice also with the new organist chiming in plus solo organ during offerratory and postlude.  Also appreciate which was not in the previous service prayer of confession and response and doxology and also it is good to have the children’s message combined with all that plus Gordon’s stories—look forward to summer services.

******
10:00 am service is a good time; having kids along with adults is good—brings me down to earth.  We are one big family—let’s keep that in mind.

******
You have done a great job with the single service—we like the music – the sermons – children’s service – using – and the mixing of the two services.  Thanks for the hard work of a large number of our members.

******
Music, sermons and meeting friends

******
The speakers under the balcony don’t seem to work.
*****

I was skeptical at first about joining the two services but I now wholeheartedly support it.  I believe it has brought the members of the church together—young and old—in ways that were lacking in the past.  The integration of the music is done well.  It feels like there is more of a partnership between the music directors.  I also like how the children’s message has been moved to the end of the service.

******
Thank you for the familiar hymns on February 20th.   You must have heard some of our prayers.  PLEASE CAN WE GO BACK TO TWO SERVICES?  A number of people used to attend the first service that I have not seen since.  I realize the load is heavy on Rev. McClellan; perhaps there is available help?

******
I miss the informal early service.  I like the music now from the choir and the pre-service music.  Is our total attendance up or down?  The hymnals chosen for the congregation are pretty unsingable.  (Note:  this is almost a duplicate of another form from the same person.) 

*******
I miss the early praise worship service.  If we as a church want to attract college students and younger parents, I think the more informal praise service is what this age group is used to.

*****
There is a nice energy to the combined service.  I like that both musical components have found a place.

I miss the option of the earlier service.  9:00 worked really well for us.  I liked sitting as a family for a bit of the service, rather than having my kids completely separated from us for the whole time.

******
I really enjoy hearing the choir regularly.  I like the sense of unity of one service.  What I really miss is singing songs from the contemporary songbook.  Could we do that sometimes?  I was sad when that songbook just disappeared from the pews.

On an unrelated note…what happened to the dinner groups?  That has been the best way to get to know people.  After five years in the church, I only really know that people I’ve been in a dinner group with.

*****
The larger crowd, the larger choir; the children’s sermon

*****
Worship with all congregation; 10:00 a.m.; combination of traditional and contemporary; children.  Please keep it until we’re too big to fit in the sanctuary.

*****
Most – the sermons!  And Choir and all music; growth of attendance; members reading scripture

*****
We still get to hear the jazz band; actually we love the variety of music in this service – choir, organ, jazz band and most of the hymns.

*****
Variety of music, 10:00 am. Starting time

*****
Everything!  The children, the music, the sermons and getting with the whole congregation.  Please keep this service as one.  It gets better each week.  Thank you!

*****
I like the blend of music.  I would prefer worship at 11:00 a.m. and classes at 10:00, coffee hour should be a relaxed time to chat with visitors and friends—not rushing off to class.

*****
I like the minister to wear special clothes.  If not a robe, some variation of stole or sleeveless vest.
Parking is difficult
Very crowded pews
Children coming at the end disrupt the flow of the service toward deepest depth of spiritual feeling before we disperse to enter the world.
It seems to have ended the music fight between organist and jazz band.  
I like lay reader
Adult education runs an hour so this may prevent some from attending.  Is there child care at this time?
We have lost at least two couples who were very active, specifically related to one service.

*****
We much prefer the two services with the separation between the contemporary and traditional services.

*****
We love it just the way it is.  Please don’t change a thing.

*****
I miss hearing announcements at the beginning of the service.  The music is wonderful!  I’d like to have the children’s message earlier in the service.  It’s hard to focus when kids create a distraction entering the sanctuary.

*****
We enjoy the service being offered at 10:00 a.m.  The music is wonderful—never better!  We would enjoy having the children with us at the beginning of the service and then excused following the children’s sermon.

******
1. Most like:  Sermons
2. Next – great choir and super direction by Carol Nelson
3. Classes in Dennis Hall
4. Prelude music by Winston, Laura, Steve and others


*****
I like the various types of music.  To me, music is very spiritual!  I like the fact that the sanctuary is full.  It feels like a healthy church.  I would be interested to know if the young adults like this type of service.


*****
I like this time (10:00 a.m.)
I like how you keep the service relatively brief (most of the time)
I like the music—maybe more uplifting, hand-clapping gospel, e.g. Marilyn Keller and the Black Swan songs. 
Good work!  I like the pastor’s use of humor with the children.  Humor is a good spiritual medicine.  

*****
It’s wonderful having “everybody” together for worship—makes for better-bodied singing, community and presence.

The absence of children and youth interspersed in the congregation is noticeable.  Yes, they come in for children’s message and yes they are present in a group once a month, but the ages together for a bit is a nice thing.  Just miss it.  What will summer look like?

To consider:  Sunday morning scheduling.  After church time be for fellowship events and conversation only?  Have classes before worship?

*****
I like the children in church.

*****
The mix of music
The children’s presence at the end of the service, provided they do not come in during the prayers.
I have enjoyed seeing a wider range of church members, getting to know people from the other service.

The combined music has been fantastic.  Both choir and jazz band have contributed greatly to our worship.  Could we bring in a music book from 1st service to include some praise songs?

*****
Duets with Winston and Bob T.
Gordon in a coat and tie
Renewed energy and growth of choir
Excellent choir direction 
Masterful organist
Lovely tribute to Dean Almgren this morning

*****
10:00 a.m. hour – very good
Full sanctuary gives a warm feel
Children coming in at end (suggest variety in children’s sermon – maybe some lay leaders
Variety in music has been fantastic.  Would like choral benediction again.

*****
The greatest impression I receive from this Presbyterian Church is the emphasis on God’s love and our duty to express this is to feel concern for our neighbors, our townspeople, state, nation, and internationally through donations to missions to help make a more loving and peaceful world.

*****
I enjoy the young families

*****
I think it is nice for all of us to worship together.  Enjoy having both the band and organ at the service.

*****
I really like seeing more people
I would like to see adult classes scheduled at 9:00 instead of after church, because now I don’t have time to speak with people after church and still get to a class on time.  I don’t like being late to class because I miss the important direction and focus of it.
I like the meshing of music.  The choir is great.  I like the quieter Lord’s Prayer.

*****

I really connect with Gordon’s sermons.  
Great single service – Great music – WOW!

*****

What do I like about it?
· The music is really high quality and the choir is revitalized.  The mix of music is good but could be broader. 
· I like the band, but then I always have. 
· Bob plays vigorously so we aren’t afraid to sing loud our praises! 
· I appreciate singing the Lord’s Prayer when the music is quieter.  It encourages me to reflect on what I am singing. 
· I like that we can write prayer requests to be included in the pastoral prayer. 
· I like the variety of lay readers. 
· I like that Bryan gets to preach.  It is good to hear more than one voice.

You didn’t ask about what my concerns are or what I would like to see.  So, I’m going to include that line of thinking too.  Only asking what we like just encourages what we are doing.  It doesn’t address changes at all.
 
I miss more than one scripture lesson.  The lectionary has as many as 4 or 5 per Sunday.  I would like to hear another lesson or two.  I’m not asking Gordon to preach from multiple lessons, just that we hear more.  Yes, I know I can read them but it’s not the same as hearing them in corporate worship.
 
Having the children in church at the end of the service and all together makes it hard for me to know which children belong to which families.  Please think about having families come to church together and then releasing the children to Godly Play.
 
I am frustrated, not by the service, but by having to decide what to do when there are multiple choices after church.  I like attending adult classes and usually participate. However, this year many “church wide” events have been held after church too. Canceling adult classes on “all church” events when there is a limited time that a teacher can offer the class doesn’t make sense.
 
I will be bold and say that the morning schedule needs to be looked at again.  I would suggest moving the service and Godly Play to 10:30 and putting adult classes and children’s fellowship at 9:30.  All church events could still be after church without a conflict.
 
Thanks for the opportunity to share my appreciations and my concerns.


I think the worship is going well - it's especially nice to see a full choir and kids back in church. I like the blended music and think that everyone involved in that is doing a great job. I'm happy that the organ is no longer drowning out the congregation during the Lord's Prayer too!
Things that need tweaking - the timing of the kids joining worship seems to still be a work in progress. Their entrance into the sanctuary this past Sunday was disruptive, worse than I've seen it in awhile. Adult Ed on Sunday mornings seems to be getting short shrift. Classes are cancelled or postponed often, most times in favor of youth oriented activities. I don't understand why Adult Ed was cancelled on Souper Bowl Sunday - most of us don't eat lunch at 11:00. Sunday morning Adult Ed needs to be more of a priority, not an inconvenient step-child. There are many people who have enjoyed these classes in the past and won't come to something during the week. Thanks for the opportunity to sound off...
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